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BIBLE STUDY VERSUS THEOLOGY.* 

Important news comes to us from the United States. A new chair has been 
created in Yale College for the earnest study of the English Bible. This is un- 
doubtedly a move in the right direction. Our educational institutions have 
been too long exclusively devoted to secular and theological studies. Doubt- 
less, it is most important to understand the laws of Nature, and consequently 
it is perhaps not necessary to minimise the amount of time given in our colleges 
and universities to the study of science. Nor do we say that the study of 
theology should be entirely abandoned. The religious controversies of the past 
should be understood, if for no other purpose than to show the folly of human 
speculation as regards matters of faith. But theology has its proper place, 
and in that place may be studied with profit. It is also true that natural history 
furnishes much that is helpful in our endeavour to comprehend religious truth. 
Nevertheless, when the study of the lower forms of life occupies the chief 
attention, and when man himself, so fearfully and wonderfully made, so full 
of responsibilities and possibilities, so nearly allied to his Creator, and yet so 
dangerous in his rebellion, is practically neglected, or else remanded to a 
secondary place in our institutions of learning, then it becomes necessary to 
earnestly protest against a system of instruction which subordinates the highest 
to the lowest, or substitutes the mortal for the immortal. And this state of 
things becomes still more the subject of earnest protest when the Bible the only 
book which properly deals with man in all of his sublime relations, is practically 
laid aside, and instead thereof books on theology or speculative philosophy are 
constantly made to occupy the front place. And yet this state of things has 
existed for many years, and consequently the movement at Yale College should 
be hailed with delight by all who reverence the good old Book which has done 
so much for our English civilization. 

Straws show which way the wind blows, and the fact that Yale College is 
turning attention to the careful and earnest study of the English Bible is proof 
that religious teachers are beginning to see and appreciate the needs of the age 
in which we live. The religion of theology has been practically a failure. 
This was clearly understood by all who were competent to judge early in the 
present century. And for the last fifty years many have thought that scientific 
studies would solve the deep problems of religion. But now it is abundantly 
clear that science, however important it may be in some respects, cannot help 
us much with our spiritual needs. Indeed, science has in some instances hin- 
dered rather than helped us in our struggles to understand the supernatural. 
And as a consequence many have become sceptical simply because that which 
promised so much finally turned out to be utterly useless in solving the great 
questions which are constantly crying for aid from the depths of our spiritual 
natures. It is well, therefore, that a movement has been started to reinstate the 
old Book in its rightful position. The Bible alone can give us the light and help 
which we need. Our religion is not primarily a religion of either reason or 
sense, but emphatically a religion of faith. St. Paul's statement that we walk 
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by faith and not by sight is as true in Christian experience as any aphorism 
that ever was announced. Hence the Bible is the only infallible guide in all 
that relates to the sphere of religion, whether as regards doctrine or life. 

The question now arises, will other educational centres follow the lead of 
Yale College in the matter referred to ? We should be pleased to know that a 
similar chair was endowed in all of our institutions of learning on this side of 
the Atlantic. And we do not see any good reason why Yale's example should 
not be enthusiastically followed by every college and university in the whole of 
Christendom. Surely if the Bible is worth anything, it is worth the place 
which Yale has given it. By common consent man has a religious nature. Few, 
if any, will dispute a fact so self-evident. And now, if he has such a nature, 
should it not receive the most careful culture ? And as this culture cannot be 
secured in the highest degree without the constant, prayerful study of the 
Word of God, it at once becomes manifest to all thoughtful persons that the 
Bible should be enthroned in the highest place in all our institutions of learn- 
ing. It is, we believe, generally admitted that goodness, as an element of 
character, is worth more than cleverness, and yet our prizes are all offered for 
cleverness rather than goodness. In this way the heart is subordinated to the 
head, while intellectual achievement is honoured at the expense of moral worth. 
This will all be changed when the Bible becomes the most important text-book 
in our colleges and universities. It is, therefore, with great satisfaction that 
we chronicle the important step taken at Yale College, and fondly hope that 
the action of Yale may be followed by at least a number of our own educational 
centres. Such a course would be a fitting movement with which to close the 
nineteenth century, while it would be a distinct promise that the twentieth 
century will receive its religious light from a Divine book rather than from 
human books of theology or human speculations of immature science. 



%wm& fjjtott* mi §toto. 



Professor^Driver of Oxford has prepared a volume of " Notes on the Hebrew 
Text of the Books of Samuel " which is nearly ready for publication. He is 
engaged in the preparation of an Introduction to the Study of the Old Testa- 
ment which will fill a gap in biblical literature that has long been acknowledged. 

The issues of the Beirut Press of the Presbyterian Mission of Syria are found 
wherever there is any call for Arabic literature in the Eastern world. Arabic 
literature has been enriched in the year 1888 by nearly 29,000,000 pages, issued 
by the Mission Press. Of this vast number, 18,045,000 have been pages of 
Scripture. The number of volumes published is 106,900, of which 58,000 are 
copies of the word of God. The number of volumes of Scriptures sent out 
from the Press in 18IS8 was 26,848 All missions to Arabic-speaking races draw 
their supply of the Scriptures from Beirut. 

The study of Jewish history at Johns Hopkins University is made the sub- 
ject of a recent article in the Jewish Exponent. A course of work in this de- 



